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Devolution is a huge opportunity for Hull & East Yorkshire.  
Similarly, arts, culture and heritage represent a huge opportunity 
for the region’s incoming Mayor.

Arts, culture and heritage are uniquely placed to support the Mayor and the new 
Combined Authority – by improving health and wellbeing, driving place-making, 
regeneration and tourism, and contributing towards a thriving economy.

 
We have hundreds of years of culture to celebrate - and we’ve seen, 
particularly over the last decade, how arts, culture and heritage can support  
our region to thrive.

An incoming Mayor can embrace and extend the impact that arts, 
culture and heritage already has in communities across the region to make 
Hull & East Yorkshire a better place for all - and raise our profile on the 
national and international stage.

Dominic Gibbons, Chair & Max May, Chief Officer, HEY Creative

“�As Mayor, your support for arts, culture and 
heritage is vital to Hull & East Yorkshire’s success”

In Hull & East Yorkshire, arts, culture and heritage:

•	 Add over £35m a year to the regional economy 
•	 Bring communities together in over 250 venues 
•	 Improve health and wellbeing to the value of more than £30m



About this Manifesto
This manifesto has been created in consultation with Hull & East 
Yorkshire’s arts, culture and heritage community - as well as our 
partners in business, public sector, education, healthcare and the 
voluntary sector - to to demonstrate how the sector’s unique skills 
can be leveraged for the benefit of all.

We’ve aligned the majority of commitments to the Strategic Themes 
of the devolution proposal. We’ve provided examples as to how these 
commitments could be delivered - and look forward to supporting the 
Mayor to explore their personal vision for arts, culture and heritage in 
Hull & East Yorkshire.

Through devolution, arts, culture and heritage in Hull & East Yorkshire can 
be turbocharged for the region. This manifesto demonstrates how through 
collaboration, arts, culture and heritage can support the Mayor to enhance 
connectivity, increase productivity, promote inclusivity and deliver a 
sustainable future.

Arts, culture and heritage in Hull & East Yorkshire offers so much - and it needs 
your support in return.

It needs a true advocate in its new Mayor. An advocate that sees arts, culture 
and heritage as central to the conversation, who will embed arts, culture and 
heritage into their plans, as much as it is already embedded within the region’s 
DNA. An advocate who appreciates that all the value the sector brings has a cost 
- and that supporting the financial future of arts, culture and heritage is key  
to a successful Hull & East Yorkshire. 

We hope you will join us as that advocate by giving your support to this manifesto. 
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We’re asking all Mayoral candidates to make the 
following commitments to support arts, culture  
and heritage in Hull & East Yorkshire to thrive.

There is one commitment per Strategic Theme, plus some arts, 
culture and heritage specific requests to finish. Examples as to how 
each commitment could be delivered are provided as inspiration.

“As Mayor, I’ll take action to ensure 
greater transport connectivity 
across and beyond Hull & East 

Yorkshire to enable arts, culture 
and heritage to thrive.”

Embed arts, culture and heritage 
into the Local Transport Plan, for 
example…

• �Prioritising arts, culture and heritage 
in discussions and proposals for 
changes to transport systems, e.g. 
naming, routes  
and timetables.

• �Creating initiatives that incentivise 
the use of public transport and 
active travel for arts, culture and 
heritageopportunities to connect 
with arts and culture in Hull &  
East Yorkshire.

TRANSPORT
“As Mayor, I’ll take action 

to ensure greater transport 
connectivity across and  

beyond Hull & East Yorkshire 
to enable arts, culture and 

heritage to thrive.”

COMMITMENT 

Embed arts, culture and 
heritage into the Local 
Transport Plan.

For example:

•	� Prioritising arts, culture and 
heritage in discussions and 
proposals for changes to 
transport systems, e.g. naming, 
routes and timetables.

•	� Creating initiatives that 
incentivise the use of public 
transport and active travel for 
arts, culture and heritage.

TRANSPORT

Arts, Culture & Heritage
MANIFESTO COMMITMENTS
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Embed arts, culture and heritage 
into the Local Transport Plan, for 
example…

• �Prioritising arts, culture and heritage 
in discussions and proposals for 
changes to transport systems, e.g. 
naming, routes  
and timetables.

• �Creating initiatives that incentivise 
the use of public transport and 
active travel for arts, culture and 
heritageopportunities to connect 
with arts and culture in Hull &  
East Yorkshire.

“As Mayor, I’ll take action to ensure 
greater transport connectivity 
across and beyond Hull & East 

Yorkshire to enable arts, culture 
and heritage to thrive.”

Embed arts, culture and heritage 
into the Local Transport Plan, for 
example…

• �Prioritising arts, culture and heritage 
in discussions and proposals for 
changes to transport systems, e.g. 
naming, routes  
and timetables.

• �Creating initiatives that incentivise 
the use of public transport and 
active travel for arts, culture and 
heritageopportunities to connect 
with arts and culture in Hull &  
East Yorkshire.

TRANSPORT

“As Mayor, I’ll invest in arts, 
culture and heritage to drive 

placemaking and improve the 
everyday lived experience of 

people in Hull & East Yorkshire.”

COMMITMENT  

Arts, culture and heritage  
at the heart of placemaking 
and regeneration projects. 
 
For example:

•	� Embedding creative methods  
into community consultation.

•	� Integrating arts, culture 
and heritage into housing, 
regeneration and public  
realm plans.

HOUSING & 
REGENERATION

“As Mayor, I’ll invest in Hull &  
East Yorkshire’s arts, culture and 

heritage skills to maximise the 
growth of the sector - and to 

strengthen other sectors.”

COMMITMENT  
Invest in arts, culture  
and heritage sector  
skills through the Local 
Skills Investment Plan.  
 
For example:

•	� Addressing arts, culture and 
heritage skills gaps and careers 
pathways through proposed 
activities and initiatives.

•	� Structuring commissions and 
funding opportunities in a way 
that enables arts, culture and 
heritage to contribute.

ADULT EDUCATION 
& SKILLS



•	� An arts, culture and heritage  
mayoral hustings.

•	� A tour of the region to introduce 
yourself to the sector and 
understand its needs (once elected).

•	� Sign and advocate the Hull & 
East Yorkshire Creative Charter.

•	� Include arts, culture and heritage 
in Combined Authority boards 
and initiatives, including those for 
business, health etc.

•	� A financial commitment to arts, 
culture and heritage, e.g. following 
regional mayoral counterparts with 
an ‘X% for culture’.

ARTS, CULTURE 
& HERITAGE 

COMMITMENTS

“As Mayor, I’ll activate the  
power of arts, culture and  

heritage in the drive for 
environmental sustainability.”

COMMITMENT  

Enable arts, culture and 
heritage to contribute to  
and benefit from the Local 
Area Energy Plan.

For example:

•	� Investing in arts, culture and 
heritage to enable the sector  
to be at the forefront of 
environmental sustainability.

•	� Utilising arts, culture and 
heritage as a powerful tool for 
communication and  
behaviour change.

ENVIRONMENTAL 
SUSTAINABILITY

@HEYCreativeCC 



Find out more about the Creative Charter by visiting www.hey-creative.co.uk

We’re asking all Mayoral candidates to commit to this free, first of its 
kind charter, joining 100 other regional organisations in recognising the 

role arts and culture can play in supporting our region to thrive.

Unlocking the potential of Hull & East Yorkshire 
through arts, culture and heritage

UNITE

“We connect with arts, culture  
& heritage to drive the success  

of Hull & East Yorkshire.”

“We help power the growth  
of arts, culture & heritage 
in Hull & East Yorkshire.”

“We shout loud about the impact  
and importance of arts, culture & 
heritage in Hull & East Yorkshire.”

“We believe everyone in Hull & East 
Yorkshire has the right to thrive 

through arts, culture & heritage.”

ADVOCATE

INCLUDE

GROW



HEY Creative is the Cultural Compact for 
Hull & East Yorkshire, a cross-sector partnership that supports 

the region’s arts, culture and heritage sector to thrive. 

HEY Creative is grateful to the support of its funders. To find out more, and 
learn about what we do, visit our website, www.hey-creative.co.uk
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